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In the name of Allah, the most merciful, the most compassionate, all praise belongs to 
Allah, Lord of the universe, peace and blessings upon our master Muhammad, master 
of Messengers, upon his family and his companions, all of them. These are forty 
hadith about the severity of the prohibition Interest/Riba/Usury: 



Hadith one 

Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (may 
Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) cursed the consumer of interest, its 
patron, the recorder (of the transaction) and the witness, he said, 



"They are (all) the same. 



Hadith two 

Ubaydah ibn AhSamit (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger 
of Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) said, 

ill 

"Gold (in exchange) for gold, silver for silver, wheat for wheat, barley for barley, dates 
for dates, salt for salt, similar for similar, like for like, hand over hand; if these 
description differ then sell how you wish, when it is hand over hand. ' 



1 Muslim 

2 Muslim. 



Hadith three 

Abu Sa'id AhKhudari (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of 
Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) said, 

"Gold (in exchange) for gold, silver for silver, wheat for wheat, barley for barley, salt 
for salt, similar for similar, hand for hand; whoever has more has taken interest and 
the giver are the same. ' 



Hadith four 

Abu Sa'id Al-Khudari (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of 
Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) said, 

IjJijjj Ijiiij (j jjJ ^jj l3JJ^ l3JJ^ 4-^-^ V jj 

"Do not trade gold for gold except by similar; do not exchange part for another part; 
do not sell silver for silver except exchanging part for part; do not sell absent 
completely. ^ In another narration, "Do not sell gold for gold; not paper for paper 
except if weighted; not exchanged by extra weight. " 



3 Muslim. 

4 Agreed upon - Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 



Hadith five 

Mamar ibn Abdullah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that I used to hear the 
Messenger of Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) say, 

"Food for food; similar for similar. 
Hadith six 

Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (may 
Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) said, 

"Gold for gold is interest except if it 's like for like; silver for silver is interest except if 
it's like for like; wheat for wheat is interest except like for like; barley for barley is 
interest except if it's like for like; dates for dates is interest except if it's like for like. '^ 



5 Muslim. 

6 Agreed upon. 



Hadith seven 

Abu Sa'eed and Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with them) narrate that the 
Prophet (may Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) was assisted by a man at 
Khaybar; he came with new dates, he said, 

"Do you eat the dates of Khaybar like this?" He said, "No, by Allah, O Messenger of 
Allah, we take a potion, two or three." He replied 

"Do not do that; sell it all for gold coins; then sell the new ones for gold coins. " He 
said, 

"(Place) in the scales like this. 
Hadith eight 

Abu Sa'eed (may Allah be pleased with him) narrate that Bilal (may Allah be pleased 
with him) came to the Prophet (may Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) 
with new dates; the Prophet (may Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) said, 

|j& jjl 

"From where are these?" He said, "We had with us old dates; so I sold a portion for a 
portion." He replied, 



7 Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 



"OA, this is actual interest; actual interest; do not do it; rather when you want to buy 
then sell dates and buy others; then buy others. ' 



Hadith nine 

Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) said, "The Messenger of Allah (may Allah 
bestow peace and blessings upon him) forbade selling a heap of dates without 
knowing its weight by the weight of dates." 



Hadith ten 

Fadailah ibn Ubayd (may Allah be pleased with him) said, "I purchased, on the day of 
Khaybar, a necklace for twelve silver coins; gold and pearls was in it; so I separated 
them and found more than twelve silver coins (worth). Then I mentioned this to the 
Prophet (may Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) said, 

"Do not sell unless it's separated. 



Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 

Muslim. 

3 Muslim. 



Hadith eleven 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of Allah 
(may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

"There shall come a time to a people where none will remain except he consumes 
interest; if he does not consume it then he afflicted by its dust. 

Hadith twelve 

Sa'ad Ibn Abu Waqqas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the heard the 
Messenger of Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) being asked 
about selling dates with moisture, he said, 

"Remove the moisture when dried. " He said, "Yes," prohibiting this. 
Hadith thirteen 

Sumarah ibn Jundub (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Prophet (may 
Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) forbade the trading animals for 

13 

animals with delayed payment. 



Imam Ahmed, Abu Dawood, Ibn Majah. 

12 Malik, Al-Tirmidhi and Abu Dawood. 

13 Al-Tirmidhi, Abu Dawood, Al-Nisa'i and Ibn Majah. 



Hadith fourteen 

Said ibn AhMusaib (may Allah be pleased with him) reports mursal (without 
mentioning companion) that the Messenger of Allah (may Allah bestow peace and 
blessings be upon him) forbade the trade of meat for animal. Sa'id said, "It was the 
practice of pre-Islamic times." 4 



Hadith fifteen 

Usamah ibn Zayd (may Allah be pleased with them) narrate that Prophet (may Allah 
bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

"Interest is in deferred payment. "And in another narration, he said, 
"There is no interest for what is hand over hand. 



Al-Baghawi in Sharh Al-Sunnah. 
15 Meaning like for like. Muslim and Al-Bukhari. 



Hadith sixteen 

Abdullah ibn Hanzalah (washed by the angels) (may Allah be pleased with him) 
reports that the Messenger of Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon 
him) said, 

^ j L)£^ J ^ t> ^ J* J jfi cfta 

"A silver coin of interest than a man consumes is worse than committing thirty six 
illegal fornications. In a report by Al-Bayhaqi in Shu'ab Al-Iman, he said, 

"WXafeFer ^ro into flesh from ill gotten gains; the fire has more right to. " 
Hadith seventeen 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of Allah 
(may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

"Interest has seventy punishments the least of it is man marrying his mother. '* ? 



16 Imam Ahmed, Al-Daraqutni. 

17 Al-Bayhaqi ibn Shu'ab Al-lman. 



Hadith eighteen 

Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of 
Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

J! AjjSIc jU j!& jlj bjil jl 

"Interest if increases then its punishment move to scantiness. 



Hadith nineteen 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of Allah 
(may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

"On the night journey I saw a people with their insides were like homes with snakes 
in them; we could see what was inside their stomachs. I asked, "Who are they, 
Jibreal?" He said, "Those who consumed interest. '* 9 



Hadith twenty 

Ali (may Allah ennoble his face) narrates that he heard the Messenger of Allah (may 
Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) say, 




Imam Ahmed, Ibn Majah, Al-Bayhaqi in Shu'ab Al-lman. 
Imam Ahmed and Ibn Majah. 



"Cursed are the consumers of interest, those who have authority with it, the scribe, 
and the one who does not give charity and it is forbidden to lament (over them). ' 



Hadith twenty one 

Anas ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of Allah 
(may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

jl V) \ £ Uj Vj y& J <£\ ^^Ali Liaja (>ajal lil 

uSllj Jja j <3jj ja. 

"If you lend to anyone; make it a gift; if you help someone onto their mount; do not 
ride it; do not accept it unless there be habit between you. ' In Bukhari in Tarikh 
narrates that the Prophet (may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

Ajj^A iaL (J^-jM (J^-jM Q**Jh ^ 

"If a man lends to another he should not accept a gift from him. " 



"Al-Nisa'i. 

21 Ibn Majah and Al-Bayhaqi in Shuab. 



Hadith twenty two 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Prophet (may Allah 
bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

"Refrain from seven destructive traits. " They asked, "O Messenger of Allah, what are 
they?" He replied, 

jLa J£!j bjil J£1j (jaJb VI fj*. <J&\ (jiiill J^J jauuJlj Mj l£j£A\ 
djllaj-ail dl^UtJl i— ll L^aa alt Cfliiij L-fla. jll ^jlll j ^ilil! 

"Associating partners with Allah, black magic, taking of a soul that sacrosanct by 

22 

Allah except if there is a right, consuming interest, consuming the wealth of an 
an, fleeing when army advances and accusing chase heedless believing women. 

Hadith twenty three 

Sumarah ibn Jundub (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of 
Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

ls^- U^ 1 O^J J! cPW-J^ cjA^ U^Vj ^ M^J 

<jS* L$'^ jll J^S S jl^a. AjAj jjj Ja. J Ja^ C5 lo j ^jU Ja. J 4j3 ^ j 

Ujl! JSi JIS 



By an Judge in a court. 
Abu Dawood and Al-Nisa'i. 



"I saw two men, in the night, coming from a sacred land; they moved until they 
reached a river of blood; a man was stood on the river side; before the man was the 
edge; when the man would reach the riverside and would want to leave; the (other) 
man would strike him in the mouth; he would return to where he was; he did this 
every time he tried to come out by striking him in the mouth and he would go back 
to where he was. " I asked, "What is this that I see in the river?" He said, "The 
consumer of interest. ^ 



Hadith twenty four 

'Awan ibn Abi Hajifah narrates from his father said, "The Messenger of Allah (may 
Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) cursed the tattooist and the tattooed, the 
consumer of interest and its overseer, he forbade the purchase of dogs, the earnings of 
a rebel and cursed the picture makers (for worship)." 



Hadith twenty five 

Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) said, "The consumer of interest, its 
overseer, its witness, if they know, the tattooist and the seeker of the tattooist of 
goodness, the delay of giving charity, the Arab apostate after migration, were cursed 



Al-Bukhari. 

Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 



on the tongue of the Messenger of Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings upon 
him)." 26 



Hadith twenty six 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Prophet (may Allah 
bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

b^)il (J£lj j-aiJl (j^A* Ig-Aini ^9JAj V j <iaJl ^.LkAj V (jl ^jic (jja. £Jjl 
<Ulll jl (jUJl j <3^ jjij ^iiill JU J£lj 

"four j^a^e £/?e rz^tf 0/ Allah not to enter paradise or except its blessings: the 
constantly drunk, the consumer of interest, consumer of wealth of orphan without 
right and the disobedient to his parents. ' 



Hadith twenty seven 

Abdullah ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Prophet (may 
Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

"Interest seals seventy doors (of goodness) and polytheism is similar. ^ 



Imam Ahmed, Abu Yalla, Ibn Khuzaymah and Ibn Hibban. 
Al-Hakim its chain rated authentic. 
Al-Bazzarand Ibn Majah. 



Hadith twenty eight 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) said, "The Messenger of Allah (may Allah 
bestow peace and blessings be upon him) spoke in a sermon mentioning the matters 
of interest and its importance (of avoiding it); he said, 

v4 sx/Ver co/ra of interest that reaches a man has a greater sin with Allah than thirty 
six illegal fornications of man. The earning of interest is the (loss of) honour of a 
Muslim man. 



Hadith twenty nine 

AhBara ibn Azab (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of 
Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

"Interest (closes) seventy doors; similar a man who approaches his mother; earning of 
interest of man by the honour of his brother. ^ 



Al-Bayhaqi, Ibn Abu Dunya in Kitab Dhimma Al-Ghibah. 
Al-Tabarani in Al-Awsat. 



Hadith thirty 

Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of Allah 
(may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

"Usury is seventy sins, the least of which is man marrying his mother. 
Hadith thirty one 

Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) said, "The Messenger of Allah (may 
Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) forbade purchasing dates before 
tasting. If a fornicator of interest (taker) manifest in a village. Free yourself (distance 

32 

oneself) from the punishment of Allah." 
Hadith thirty two 

Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Prophet (may Allah 
bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

"If fornication and interest appear in a people they have exposed themselves to the 
punishment of Allah. 



Ibn Majah, Al-Bayhaqi both from Abu Mashir Wathiq. 
Al-Hakim with chain rated Sahih. 
Abu Ya'lla with hassan chain. 



Hadith thirty three 

Amar ibn Al-'Aas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that he heard the 
Messenger of Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) say, 

2/2 a people, a fornicator or usurer appears except drought. If, in a people, appears 
brides then except dread. 



Hadith thirty four 

Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Prophet (may Allah 
bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

"Before the hour the fornicator and the usurer and alcoholic will manifest. ' 



Imam Ahmed. 
Al-Tabarani. 



Hadith thirty five 

'Awf ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of Allah 
(may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

jj^jij V bjll (jj^^ jJ^JI I J* *J ^aJj Ijjia^ ^jj dixjl bjl! J£| 

"Beware of sins which are not forgiven: spoils (stolen before distribution), whoever 
cheats anyone comes on the day of judgment (to answer for it), the consumer of 
usury, whoever consumes interest comes on the day of judgment rashly insane, he 
recited; "Those who consume usury do not stand except as those who are touched by 
satan. 



Hadith thirty six 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (may 
Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

"The consumer of interest comes on the day of judgement insane, dragging his sides; 
then he recited, "They do not stand except they are touched by satan. ' ?? 



Al-Tabarani. Quran Al-Baqarah 2:275. 
Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn Jarir. 



Hadith thirty seven 

AhQasim ibn Abdul Wahid hWarraq said, "I saw Abdullah ibn Abi Awfa (may Allah 
be pleased with him) in the market of the money changers and he said, "O people of 
the money changers be joyous." They said, "May Allah give you glad tidings of 
paradise. By what shall we be joyous, O father of Muhammad?" He replied, "Be 
joyous of the fire." 3 



Hadith thirty eight 

Ubaydah ibn AhSamit (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger 
of Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

"Z?k £/?e possessor of my soul; a people of my nation will spend the night upon evil, 
hubris, play and amusement, then awake in the morning like apes and pigs because 
they made lawful the unlawful, took to female singers, drink wine, consumed interest 
and wore silk " 



Al-Tabarani with chain without harm. This was the place were interest was carried out. 
Abdullah ibn Imam Ahmed in Zawid. 



Hadith thirty nine 

Abu Ummah (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of Allah 
(may Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

Z^jfi Ij-n ma \ J > sift a ■ J^J c^-l^ij ^Ixia ^^Ic ai& qa dujJ 

' '"■■'•^j (j^i C5 -ajj <■ 'i>>i-n .^jjljija ^jjolill ^u^ij (^Ia. L_fli5j (. 'i>>i-n ^jLu^aJj jj jlikj 

(JjUS ^Ic iaj] ^jS (JIiLujji La£ c-Lujdl ^j-a SjLa^. j\r, ^jiujjjlj (j^lfl jl^J 

^.jll cbjll ^ K) j tclll ball t j-diJI 

"People of this nation will spend the night eating, drinking, amusing ( themselves) and 
playing; then awake in the morning transformed into monkeys and pigs because they 
are afflicted by disgrace and being discarded; the people come into the morning and 
the people say, 'I spend the night with so and so and I spent the night in so and so 's 
house. ' They are sent stones from the skies like the people of Lut; upon a group of 
them; that follows a destructive wind that destroys them like it destroyed 'Aad; 
because of their drinking wine, wearing silk, taking to female singers, consuming 
interest, severing kinship ties.. "And a trait that was forgotten by the narrator 



40 



Hadith forty 

Anas (may Allah be pleased with him) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (may 
Allah bestow peace and blessings be upon him) said, 

*ljJJ 4_Uji£ Jalkj A ci^-JJ JaS 



Imam Ahmed summarised from Al-Bayhaqi. 



"Three (people) speak to Allah on the day of judgement: a man who did not enter 
into an argument of two people, a man who did not allow usury to himself and a 
man who did not mix interest with his earnings ever. ,f> 

Conclusion 

Imam Malik in AkMuwatta said, "It has reached me that a man came to Ibn Umar 
and said, "I have left inheritance to a man and conditioned it upon the best of the 
inheritance. "Abdullah ibn Umar said, "This is actual usury." He said, "What do you 
order me by O father of Abdurrahman?" Abdullah said, "Inheritance is three parts: a 
part of inheritance is for the sake of Allah, a share that is intended for your 
companion and a share to make the evil, good; that is interest." He asked, "How do 
you order me by?" He said, "Have you found difficulty in the scroll; if I give you like 
that you gave to him to inherit before you or if I give less than that inheritance so to 
take a recompense; of if I give you better than the good inheritance for himself; 
therefore thanking him and you have the recompense which you are waiting for." 

The ground of this speech is my book Dalial AhTajir ila AkAkhalaq Al- 
Akhyar/ Evidence of the trader toward character of the elite; which most of what is 
mentioned here; and refer to AhZawair of Imam Ibn Hajar (Al-Haytami); "For the 
wealth it contains. After that, the details of the many hadith it contains on this; 
benefit from the previous hadith that the consumer of usury, the overseer, the scribe, 
the witness, the seeker, and those responsible for it are all open sinners. All the 



Abu Na'yim in Al-Hilyah. 



money they enter in this is a major sin. Some of the Imams clarify it; by its manifest 
importance; therefore it is all considered as committing major sin. 

Then he said (exhortation) the legal dispensation/Al-Hilah in usury by others is the 
declaration that its forbidden by Imam Malik and Imam Ahmed (may Allah be 
pleased with him), the anagogical reasoning and evidencing from what we have 
mentioned, that the taking of usury is a major sin according to their two opinions that 
usury is forbidden and the occurrence of the dispensation in their time. Imam AhShafi 
and Abu Hanifah (may Allah be pleased with them) hold the opinion that there is 
permissible dispensation in usury, and others using the evidence of our peers for its 
dispensation authenticated from a worker of Khaybar who came to the Prophet (may 
Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) with many new dates, he said, "Are all 
the dates of Khaybar like this?" He replied, "No, we exchange the ruined and we take 
two portions from him for a new portion. The Messenger of Allah (may Allah bestow 
peace and blessings upon him) forbade this and he knew it was usury; then he taught 
its dispensation; which is to sell ruined by the silver coin and it to buy new ones and 
this is the dispensation in which there is disagreement. So if they have two portions of 
ruined dates and want to take one new one in exchange; that is not possible by 
breaking the other agreement; because usury, by consensus, is by selling the ruined 
portions by the silver coin and buying for silver coin under a new agreement. This is 
outside usury; there was no (previous) agreement. 

Except food and money for two portions, that becomes the form usury. From every 
aspect, this is forbidden. So know from where this is affirmed as a dispensation that 
the Messenger of Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) taught the 
worker of Khaybar; dispensation the permissibility of a dispensation of usury and 



additional. If you do not say that they are separate (agreements). As for the evidences 
of them; it is from the story of the Jew mentioned; built upon what was law before us, 
is law for us. Its position is valid in principle unless is opposes the revealed (the 
Quran). So its position is where is not found in our law is something to oppose it. It 
is known which he (may Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) affirmed that it 
was narrated as the law and what opposes it." This completes Ibn Hajar speech on 
this. 

Sidi Abdul Wahab AhSha'rani said in Al-Uhud Al-Kubra, "We took a general oath 
from the Messenger of Allah (may Allah bestow peace and blessings upon him) not to 
eat from food from workers of usury and the dispensation is only for religious 
dispensation; like who does not find anything else or by the arrangement for religious 
purposes; after leaving he returns to the agreement. There is much deception of the 
people by this until it is not possible to be safe from the trader and the worker. So 
they transact in the dispensation of usury. They record this in the courts of the king 
knowing that one of them called the other to what he had no right. Then he became 
usurer seeking usury. If he does not give him what the (other) spent knowingly, about 
this, then he rewards it is similarly then it continues until it becomes a hundred silver 
coins (or) more than a thousand silver coins; then Allah erases all this wealth; and 
Allah knows best." 



We pray that Allah accepts this translation, forgives our families, teachers and all the 
Muslims. May endless and countless blessings be showered upon the final Messenger 
(may Allah bestow upon him peace and blessings), always and forever, upon his 
family, the Awliyah and all the Prophets and Messengers. This translation was 
completed on 6th Ramadan 1435/5 June 2014 by Arfan Shah (Straight Translations 
and Sheikhy notes). 



